Weekly doxorubicin chemotherapy for breast cancer in pregnancy. A case report.
The simultaneous occurrence of breast cancer and pregnancy is rare. Little data are available about cytostatic treatment in patients with breast cancer during pregnancy. We report on a 31-year-old woman with a 28-week pregnancy and a T3 N+ Mx breast cancer treated with weekly doxorubicin chemotherapy. This was a well tolerated treatment without toxicity or complications for the mother. A partial response of the tumor was observed after 4 treatment courses. A normal baby was delivered. Doxorubicin and its metabolites were not detected in amniotic fluid collected through amniocentesis. Macroscopic and pathologic examinations of the placenta were normal. Although larger experiences are needed, weekly doxorubicin seems to yield satisfactory results without additional risks of fetal distress or malformations when given in women during the second and third trimester of pregnancy.